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PROGRAM 


Suite for Strings in A minor, Op. 1 

I. Praeludium 

Grief Learns to Dance** 

I. Scars with Stories 

II. Bittersweet 

III. An Open Door 

IV. Letting Go 

V. The Dance 

Suite for Strings in A minor, Op. 1 

II. Intermezzo 

The Four Seasons (Le quattro stagioni)** 

Concerto No. 1 in E major, Op. 8, RV 269, “Spring” {La primavera) 

I. Allegro 

II. Largo e pianissimo sempre 

III. Allegro pastorale 

Concerto No. 2 in G minor, Op. 8, RV 315, “Summer” ( L’estate ) 

I. Allegro non molto 

II. Adagio e piano - Presto e forte 

III. Presto 

Concerto No. 3 in F major, Op. 8, RV 293, “Autumn” ( L’autunno) 

I. Allegro 

II. Adagio molto 

III. Allegro 

Concerto No. 4 in F minor, Op. 8, RV 297, “Winter” ( L’inverno) 

I. Allegro non molto 

II. Largo 

III. Allegro 

*UTCO Composer-in-residence 
**Joanna Gorska-Kochanowicz, solo violin 


Carl Nielsen 
(1865-1931) 

Rebekah Cummings* 
(b. 1980) 


Carl Nielsen 


Antonio Vivaldi 
(1678-1741) 


We wish to acknowledge this land on which the University of Toronto operates. For thousands of years it has been the traditional land of 
the Huron-Wendat, the Seneca, and most recently, the Mississaugas of the Credit River. Today, this meeting place is still the home to many 
Indigenous people from across Turtle Island and we are grateful to have the opportunity to work on this land. 
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Paul Widner 

As a cellist and teacher, Paul Widner has appeared throughout Asia, Europe, the United States and Canada. 
Since 1985, Widner has been the Assistant Principal Cellist with the Canadian Opera Company orchestra. Much 
sought after as a chamber musician, he has performed with a variety of chamber groups, including the Made- 
in-Canada Piano Quartet and the Toronto Chamber Players. He was also a founding member of the Amadeus 
Ensemble. Widner is on the faculty of the Glenn Gould School and the University of Toronto and was acting cello 
professor at the University of Western Ontario in 2007-2008. He has been invited to conduct master classes and 
workshops at several schools throughout Canada, including the University of British Columbia, the Banff Centre 
and the Royal Conservatory of Music, and is on the faculty of the Music at Port Milford summer chamber music 
festival. Widner’s expertise is in the field of contemporary music. He has been the Principal Cellist with the Esprit 
Orchestra since 1985, is a founding member of the Continuum Ensemble, performs regularly with New Music 
Concerts, Arraymusic and Soundstreams, and has debuted and commissioned numerous Canadian works. 

Paul Widner has performed as soloist in the North American premiere of the Penderecki Concerto Grosso for 
Three Cellos and Orchestra and Seven Words by Sofia Gubaidulina. He records with CBC Records and other 
independent labels and appeared with soprano Isabel Bayrakdarian on Azulao — a recording for voice and cello 
ensemble, which won a JUNO Award for best classical vocal album. Widner has performed at various international 
festivals including the Huddersfield Contemporary Music Festival, Athens Festival, Die Neue Musik in Chicago, the 
Gaudeamus and Shift Festivals in Amsterdam, the Edinburgh Festival and the Montreal New Music Festival. 


For information on giving opportunities at the Faculty of Music please contact 
Bruce Blandford at 416-946-3145 
or make a gift online at https://donate.utoronto.ca/music. 



The Faculty of Music is a partner of the Bloor St. Culture Corridor 
bloorstculturecorridor.com 




